
 
 

 

Broadleaf Weed Identification 
Dave Gardner, Dept. of Horticulture and Crop Science, The Ohio State University 

 

Annual Broadleaf Weeds 

 
Species 

 

 
Life Cycle 

 
Stem 

 
Root 

 
Leaves 

 
Flowers 

Prostrate Pigweed 
 

Amaranthus 
blitoides 

Summer Annual.  
Reproduces by seed 

Prostrate, fleshy, 
smooth stems 

radiate from root.  
Reddish-purple 

color 

Taproot 

Small, simple, egg 
shaped, broader 
and blunt with 

notch at 
tip, alternate 

Inconspicuous, 
borne in compact 

clusters at 
leaf axil 

Prostrate Spurge 
 

Euphorbia supina 

Summer Annual.  
Reproduces by seed in 

early summer.  
Continues to germinate 

through summer 

Prostrate, radiate 
from root.  Long-
branched, red-

purple color, 
milky sap 

Taproot 

Asymmetrical, red-
purple, simple, 
ovate, slightly 

pubescent. Milky 
sap 

Inconspicuous in 
axil 

of leaves 

Common Mallow 
 

Malva rotundifolia 

Summer Annual. 
Reproduces by seed 

Semi-prostrate.  
Radiate from long 

taproot 

Long 
taproot 

Nearly round in leaf 
axil.  Born on short 

pedicles 

White petaled 
flowers 

Black Medic 
 

Medicago lupulina 

Annual. 
Reproduces by seed 

Decumbent, long, 
pubescent 

Strong, 
central 
taproot 

Trifoliate with 
stipules at base of 
petiole. Prominent 
veins.  Clover-like 
leaf but terminal 

leaflet not sessile. 

Small, yellow on 
flower stalks 
arising from 

leaf axil 

Yellow Woodsorrel 
 

Oxalis stricta 

Summer Annual (North). 
Perennial (South).  

Reproduces by seed.  
Germinates late spring 
and all through summer 

Slender, prostrate 
or ascending roots 

Fibrous, 
shallow 

Trifoliate, heart-
shaped leaflets.  
Alternate, long 
petioles, light-

green color 

5-Petaled, yellow, 
trumpet-like 

flowers 

Prostrate Knotweed 
 

Polygonum aviculare 

Summer Annual.   
Reproduces by seed 

early in spring.  
Common in compacted 

areas. 

Prostrate, multi-
branched, radiate 

from root, wiry 

Thin, 
long 

taproot 

Oblong to linear 
shaped, blue-green 

color, alternate, 
symmetrical 

Inconspicuous, in 
axil of leaves.  
Small, yellow 

or white 

Purslane 
 

Portulaca oleracea 

Summer Annual. 
Reproduces by seed 

Prostrate, fleshy, 
smooth, shallow 

Fibrous 
Succulent, obovate, 

alternate reddish 
color 

Yellow flowers, 
sessile in leaf axil 

or clustered 

Henbit 
 

Lamium 
amplexicaule 

Winter Annual. 
Reproduces by seed 

Smooth, 4-sided 
ascending or 

prostrate.  
Branched at base 

Shallow, 
fibrous 

Rounded, opposite 
upper leaves joined 

on stalk 
Borne in leaf axil 

Common 
Chickweed 

 

Stellaria media 

Winter Annual. 
Reproduces by seed. 

Found in shade 

Weak, trailing, 
multi-branched.  

Roots 
at nodes 

Fibrous 

Ovate, round at 
base, painted at tip.  

Glabrous, upper 
leaves sessile, 

opposite 

Small, white, 5 
petals which are 
deeply notched.  

Green sepals 
which are larger 

than petals 



 

Annual Broadleaf Weeds 

 
Black medic - Medicago lupulina 

(Stem on end leaf distinguishes from white clover) 

 
Mallow - Malva rotundifolia 

(Has a central taproot and does not root at the nodes) 

 
Corn Speedwell – Veronica arvensis 

 

 
Knotweed - Polygonum aviculare 

(Can be confused with crabgrass when first emerging) 

 
Lambsquarters – Chenopodium album 

 

 
Virginia Pepperweed – Lepidium virginicum 

 



 

Summer Annual Broadleaf Weeds 

 
Pigweed - Amaranthus blitoides 
(May have reddish stem and taproot) 

 
Purslane - Portulaca oleracea 

(Fleshy leaves) 

 
Spurge - Euphorbia supina 

(Milky sap distinguishes from knotweed) 

 
Oxalis (Yellow Woodsorrel) - Oxalis stricta 

(Heart-shaped leaves) 

 
Carpetweed – Mollugo verticillata 

 

 
Pineappleweed – Matricaria matricarioides 

 



 

Winter Annual Broadleaf Weeds 

 
Common Chickweed - Stellaria media 

(Glabrous leaves.) 

 
Common Groundsel – Senecio vulgaris 

 

 
Henbit - Lamium amplexicaule 

(Square stems.  Terminal leaves attached directly to main 
stem.  Lower leaves on short branches) 

 
Hairy Bittercress – Cardamine hirsuita 

 

 
Purple Deadnettle – Lamium purpureum 

 

 
Spiny Sowthistle – Sonchus oleraceus 

 



 

Perennial Broadleaf Weeds 
 

Species 
 

 
Life Cycle 

 
Stem 

 
Root 

 
Leaves 

 
Flowers 

Mouse ear 
Chickweed 

 
Cerastium vulgatum 

Perennial. 
Reproduces by seed.  

Also by rooting on 
creeping stems 

Pubescent, 
creeping.  

Spreading to 
erect roots 
at nodes 

Fibrous, 
shallow 

Simple, lanceolate, 
sessile, pubescent with 

hairs opposite 

Small, white, 5-
petaled flowers 
notched at tip 

Canada Thistle 
 

Cirsium arvense 

Perennial. 
Reproduces by seed 

and by creeping roots 
which sprout 

Hollow, 
branched. 

Fibrous, 
extensive, 

fleshy.  
Sends up 

new 
shoots 

frequently 

Oblong to lance-
shaped, wavy, bright, 

light-green.  Notched to 
notch-less, spiny to 
spineless, margins 

Small, compact, 
purple, numerous.  

Dioecious 

Ground Ivy 
 

Glecoma hederacea 

Perennial. 
Reproduces by seed.  

Also by rooting on 
creeping stems 

4-Sided, 
prostrate.  

Readily roots 
at nodes 

Fibrous 

Round to kidney-
shaped.  Borne on short 

petiole.  Minty odor, 
bright-green, opposite 

Borne in axil of 
leaves.  Bluish-

purple, trumpet-
shaped flowers. 

Buckhorn Plantain 
 

Plantago lanceolata 

Perennial. 
Reproduces by seed 

and shoots from roots 
Crown type 

Fibrous, 
shallow, 
tough, 
slender 

As basal rosette.  
Narrowly oblong, 

lanceolate.  Strong 
longitude veins 

Short, dense, egg-
shaped spike 

borne on long, 
slender, erect 
flower stalk 

Blackseed Plantain 
 

Plantago rugelii 

Perennial. 
Reproduces by seed 

Crown type, 
shallow 

Fibrous, 
dense 

As basal rosette.  Broad, 
egg-shaped on long 
petioles.  Strongly 
ribbed with 5-7 
longitude veins 

decumbent to erect 

Erect, cylindrical 
spike on long, 

slender, 
erect stalk 

Curly Dock 
 

Rumex crispus 

Perennial. 
Reproduces by seed 

Crown type 
under 

mowing. 

Fleshy 
taproot 

Simple, smooth, 
lanceolate, glabrous 

Whorled, dense 
clusters at tip of 
stem.  Seldom 

observed in 
maintained turf 

Dandelion 
 

Taraxacum officinale 

Perennial. 
Reproduces by seed 

Crown type, 
underground 

Deep, 
fleshy, 
thick 

taproot 

As basal rosette. Deeply 
notched to almost 

smooth.  Notches point 
towards base.  Milky 

juice 

Yellow ray flowers 
borne on long, 

hairy, hollow stalk 
with milky juice 

White Clover 
 

Trifolium repens 

Perennial. 
Reproduces by seed 

and stoloniferous stems 

Decumbent, 
glabrous, 
roots at 
nodes 

Fibrous 
Trifoliate, broad 

elliptical to ovate, 
leaflets sessile to petiole 

White with 
pinkish cast. 

Globular heads 
borne on long 

stalks from basal 
nodes 

Wild Violet 
 

Viola papilionacea 
 

Perennial. 
Reproduces by seed 

Crown type, 
can sprout 

from strong 
rootstalks 

Fibrous, 
but with 

larger 
rootstalks 

Heart-shaped with 
regularly lobed edges. 

Irregular surface 

Deep blue to 
purple.  Single 

five-lobed flowers 
born at end of 
long stalk from 

basal node. 
             

  



 

Perennial Broadleaf Weeds 
  

Figure includes recommended timing of herbicide application for best control. 
 

 
White Clover 

Trifolium repens 
Fall 

 
Dandelion 

Taraxacum officinale 
Late spring or fall 

 
Wild Violet 

Viola papilionacea 
Spring or fall 

 
Blackseed Plantain 

Plantago rugelii 
Fall 

 
Buckhorn Plantain 
Plantago lanceolata 

Fall 

 
Canada Thistle 
Cirsium arvense 

Fall 

 
Mouse ear Chickweed 

Cerastium vulgatum 
Fall 

 
Curly Dock 

Rumex crispus 
Fall 

 
Ground Ivy 

Glecoma hederacea 
Spring or fall 

 
  



 

Perennial Broadleaf Weeds 
  

Figure includes recommended timing of herbicide application for best control.   
 

 
Bull Thistle 

Cirsium vulgare 
Fall 

 
Chicory 

Chicorium intybus 
Spring 

 
Field Bindweed 

Convolvulus arvensis 
Early summer 

 
Creeping Speedwell 

Veronica filiformis 
Fall 

 
Indian Mock-Strawberry 

Duchesnea indica 
  

 
Yarrow 

Achillea millefolium 
Late spring to midsummer 

 
Wild Carrot (B) 
Daucus carota  
Spring or Fall  

 
Red Clover 

Trifolium pratense 
Fall 

 
Birdsfoot trefoil 

Lotus corniculatus 
Fall 


